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upon the point of the Cape. It declined to make a
peace which would have left France the most powerful
State in Europe, mistress of Belgium, and exercising
through the medium of the Cisalpine Republic a
predominant influence in Northern Italy. And so
the duel between the Republic and Europe endured,
and the Directory repudiated two-thirds of its debt,
furnishing to Europe the first example of republican
bankruptcy.

In many of the careers which were fashioned in
the great tempest of the French Revolution there is
a high and stem note of civic passion, an austere
moral beauty sometimes a little injured to our Teuton
taste by a certain stiff classic affectation verging
on the ridiculous. Victor Hugo has painted the type
in that grand picture of the dying Conventionnel which
he has set into the framework of " Les Miserables " ;
and there is an image, not out of fiction but out of
history, from the life of Jean Bon St Andr6, who
controlled the Naval Department during the Terror,
which may hang as a pendant to that picture. But
of all this high and strenuous purpose there is little
trace during the last two years of the French Republic.
The large issues had disappeared from the vision
of the party which had secured its tenure of power
by a crime. The Fructidorians cared only for them-
selves, for their own pockets and their own lives. They
were a faction, and they fought for the ascendancy
of a faction, believing, or affecting to believe, that
the welfare of France was bound up with their interest.
Few Governments have been less pure, less equitable,
less honest. The spirit of plunder permeated the
whole administration. Diplomatists extorted bribes
from foreign powers; the generals squeezed money